2013 was another successful year of publishing for the Australian Journal of Chemistry, with some 1500 pages published in 12 issues. The largest numbers of submissions were from Asia (~350), Australasia (110), Europe (65) , and the Americas (30).CSIRO Publishing is embarking on a policy of expanding its journals, which means that Aust. J. Chem., too, can grow. We will however, maintain our high rejection rate (~65 %) and high reviewing and editorial standards. I am pleased to acknowledge that several authors have commented very favourably on the high quality and high level of efficiency of our talented reviewers, who perform a most important and highly valued service for the Journal. It is also pleasing to note that the average time from submission to first decision has fallen to 18 days (this includes immediate rejections), and that Online Early publication has reduced the average time from acceptance to publication to 42 days.
During the year, we published Research Fronts in the relatively new and rapidly growing area of Flow Chemistry, Free Radicals (based on the Beckwith Symposium at the ACS meeting in Philadelphia), Coordination Polymers (also known as organometallic frameworks, a very popular and rapidly growing subject), Proteomics and Mass Spectrometry, Synthetic Organic Chemistry, Materials Chemistry (from the 3rd M3@Singapore conference), Main Group (inorganic) Chemistry, and Fragment-Based Drug Discovery.
The Journal is fortunate that several scientists have volunteered to create Research Fronts with themes close to their hearts. They therefore become Guest Editors for those specific issues, and sometimes they like the work so much that they become Associate Editors for the Journal. Thus, in 2013, Anastasios A novelty in 2013 was the inauguration of the Beckwith Review Series with the first such review published by N. J. Green and Mick S. Sherburn (ANU). These reviews are freely available on the Journal's website.
Aust. J. Chem. reached an agreement with the RACI as well, whereby one highlighted paper from the Journal is published and made freely available to members on the RACI website each month.
Another novelty was the introduction of a commenting tool, which allows readers to post comments directly online to authors of papers published in the Journal. For the time being, this tool will only be available for the first six months after publication.
As I extend my best wishes to you, the readers, for a happy, successful, and enjoyable New Year, and in particular I thank the authors, the reviewers, the editors, and the CSIRO publishing staff for making it possible for us to publish high quality papers in diverse fields of chemical science. I am confident this will continue in 2014. 
